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Presidentis Corner

Itis time again to kick off
another season. | remem-
ber back 8 years ago when |
attended my yrst Pre-Season
Gathering for the MOS. How
little did 1 know how much
that would change my life.
The enjoyment and musical
growth has been more than |
could have imagined and the friends | have
made are priceless.

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank the members of the Mason Commu-
nity Orchestra who continued rehearsals
beyond the regular season to do our two
summer concerts. The weather was not
our friend for our concert at Lake Lansing
Park but all who attended truly enjoyed the
performance. | feel very positive that we
will be asked back next summer.

Our Pre-Season Gathering will be held on
August 26", 7 T 9 P.M., at the Lake Lansing
South Pavilion, which is located near the
band shell. We have many members who
drive to Mason for rehearsals week after
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week in all kinds of weather
and we felt this would be a
break for them to have the
gathering closer to home.

The board has continued to
work throughout the sum-
mer to prepare for our 2008-
2009 season. We have some
exciting news to announce at
the gathering, so | hope you can all attend.

Beau and David have great things planned
for us. Read what they have in store in

the following pages. Tom Emery, our new
librarian, is working hard preparing our mu-
sic so we can pass it out at our gathering.

Thank you to everyone who worked so hard
last season and to our new board and com-
mittee chairs who will be volunteering their
time and talents for our new season.

I have enjoyed working with you all for the
past two years and look forward to another
wonderful season of music making.

E Sue Domrase

MOS President

Calendar of Events, 2008-09

(Please note that dates are tentative, pending scheduling of venues)
Tuesday, August 26, 7 - 9 p.m. Pre-Season Gathering, Lake Lansing South Pavilion (see map, page 6)
Tuesday, Sept. 2, 7-9 p.m. Mason Symphony (formerly Mason Community Orchestra) yrst rehearsal

Friday, September 5, Salon Series Concert

Monday, Sept. 8, 7-9 p.m. Mason Philharmonic (formerly Mason Youth Orchestra) yrst rehearsal

Friday, October 24, Fall Concert

Friday, November 7, Mason Chamber Orchestra Concert

Friday, December 12, Mason Symphony and Philharmonic, Holiday Concert
Sunday, March 1, 2009, Mason Symphony and Philharmonic, Scholarship concert
Friday, May 8, 2009, Mason Symphony and Philharmonic, Spring Concert




Dear members and friends of the
Mason Orchestral Society,

Summer is drawing to a close,
and the start of our 33" season is
right around the corner. This prom-
ises to be a landmark season, and
I would like to take the opportunity
to welcome you back and tell you
about the many exciting things to
look forward to this year.

First, | am excited to an-
nounce that our Board of Directors
has voted to update the names of
our ensembles:

4 The Youth Symphony will now be known as the
Mason Philharmonic. This orchestra will main-

tain its role as an educational ensemble in which
youths and adults can enjoy the experience of
playing in a full orchestra. With the new name

we hope better to repect that the ensemble is not
exclusively for young musicians, but welcomes
members of all ages who may beneyt from the op-
portunity to advance their skills performing music
of a more comfortable level of difyculty. It is the
perfect opportunity for parents and their children to
play together in the same orchestra, and as mem-
bers gain skill and experience, they may ultimately
graduate into the Mason Symphony to perform
more challenging repertoire.

4 The Community Orchestra will be called the
Mason Symphony. Because this orchestra has
advanced rapidly during recent seasons in mem-
bership and ability, and is now regularly perform-
ing complete works from the standard orchestral
repertoire, it is only ytting that our name repect this
growth, indicating our continual progress in our
mission to serve the Mason and greater Lansing
communities.

4 In addition to our current ensembles, this year
we are adding the Mason Chamber Orchestra
(MCO). This orchestra will offer advanced mem-
bers of the Mason Symphony the opportunity to
perform repertoire for chamber orchestra on an
accelerated rehearsal schedule. The MCO will
have its inaugural concert on Friday, November 7,
performing Gounodis Petite Symphonie for cham-
ber winds, and Mozartis Symphony #38, iPrague.0
The Mason Symphony will open its season
on October 24, performing Mussorgskyts Night on
Bald Mountain and Beethovenis Symphony #5.

This concert will be a milestone for
us, as it will be our yrst performance
of a complete Beethoven Sym-
phony! Our annual Holiday Concert,
on December 12, will feature the
Capital City Ringers, a handbell
ensemble based in Lansing.

Our Scholarship Concert, on
March 1, will be very special indeed,
as we make our yrst foray into the
music of Gustav Mabhler. You wonit
want to miss this opportunity to hear
Mabhleris Lieder eines fahrenden Ge-
sellen (Songs of a Wayfarer). Also
on the program will be Mussorgskyis Intermezzo
in b minor and the perennial favorite, Borodinis
In the Steppes of Central Asia. The season will
conclude on May 8 when the Symphony performs
Rimsky-Korsakovis rarely heard Symphony #1.
This will be a ground-breaking concert, featur-
ing the world premiere of the yrst work ever to be
commissioned by the Mason Orchestral Society.
| can hardly wait to hear what composer Daniel
Tressel has in store for us!

One last addition this season will be the
introduction of a Salon Recital Series, which will
present soloists and chamber ensembles through-
out the year in intimate venues, such as private
homes. For the yrst program, on Friday, Septem-
ber 5, | will perform a recital of Spanish and ltalian
music for classical guitar dating from the Renais-
sance to the 19" century. Please watch the MOS
website for more recitals and musical soirees on
this series as the season continues.

As you can see, this season will usher in a
number of yrsts for the MOS:

a4 our yrst complete performance of a Beethoven
symphony
a our vrst venture into the music of Mahler
4 updated names for the ensembles
4 a new Chamber Orchestra
& a new Salon Recital Series
& and the premiere of the yrst work
commissioned speciycally for the MOS.
| am incredibly excited for it all to get underway,
and | look forward to seeing you very soon.
Sincerely,
Beau Benson
Music Director and Conductor




Welcome to all new and returning Mason
Orchestral Society members!

| am thrilled to be entering my second
season as director of the newly renamed
Mason Philharmonic and am looking
forward to what should prove to be

an exciting year to come. We had an
incredibly successful season last year
full of wonderful music making, growth,
learning, and fun. We faced some very
challenging repertoire and performed it
at an exceptionally high leveldthis is a
testament to your musicianship, and |
thank each and every one of you for your
hard work and dedication.

In the season to come, we will continue
to build on much of the work from last
year: exploring and learning many
different styles of music from many
different countries and times, working to
play together as a uniyed ensemble, and
working on challenging repertoire that will
help improve our technical skills on our
instruments. In addition, we will get the
opportunity to play music that will feature
soloists, adding a new dimension to what
it means to play fias a uniyed ensemble.0
Lastly, by popular demand, | am hoping
to be able to do more combined pieces
with the Mason Symphony, resulting in
more fun music making all-around. | am
fully conydent that we will meet all of
these exciting challenges with resounding
success.

An important goal of mine is to increase
membership in the Philharmonic. We are
indeed on the right trackd®we already have
a few new members ready to join and
have been getting many other inquiries.
However, we need your help in order

for this to fully succeed. | encourage

all of you to be ambassadors for your
orchestra! Philharmonic members, tell
your fellow musician friends at school
about our orchestra and encourage them
to join. With greater numbers will come
even greater potential, and with greater
potential will come an even higher level of
music making.

On a personal note, g
I would like to share g
the good news of
my marriage to

my beautiful wife,
Emily. We were
married in Appleton,
Wisconsin, on June
14 and enjoyed

a subsequent
honeymoon in
Hawaii with an
additional trip to my
home in Gig Harbor,
Washington, and a
road trip through
Ontario, New York,
Vermont, and Massachusetts. Everything
went off without a snag and we are now
back home in Michigan, happily enjoying
married life!

Again, I am extremely excited about the
year to come. Great things are in store for
the Mason Philharmonic. | look forward to
seeing you all in the fall when we will begin
rehearsing for our yrst concert®music with
a Halloween theme! Until then, enjoy the
rest of your summer (and donit forget to
practice!).

Yours in music,

David Schultz




The Brian Arnold Scholarship

Each year in March, the MOS has presented the Brian Arnold Scholarship Concert. Dona-
tions raised at this concert are then awarded to deserving young musicians and members
of the MOS, on the basis of auditions held in March and April. The awards presented at our

Spring Concert in May 2008 went to:

1st Place: Ye Li, violin, $500
2nd Place: Aaron Traciak, violin, $300
3rd Place: Peter Weber, violin, $200

We are justiyably proud to have these talented young musicians in our orchestra!

Ye Li, First Place

Hi, my name is Ye Li and | am going into
seventh grade this fall. It was an honor to
receive the scholarship, and | was and still
am SHOCK D that | got the yrst prize. Es-
pecially because itis so
competitive. 10m really
thankful that the judges
awarded me this schol-
arship. | spent most of
my scholarship money
on this AMAZING camp,
MASTA, which stands
for Michigan American
String Teachers Association. | had loads

of fun at MASTA. In fact, This picture was
taken at MASTA. | spent the rest of my
money improving my violin by rehairing my
bow, shortening the sound post and yxing
my bridge. Again, it was incredible to win
the scholarship and I look forward to an-
other great year in the Mason Youth Sym-

a 4 @
Mason Community Orchestra
Enjoyed Two Added Summer Concerts

The yrst, on June 12, was part of the
Thursday Night Live Concert Series on
the Courthouse lawn in Mason. Our
performance, hosted by the Mason Area
Chamber of Commerce and sponsored by
LAFCU, brought in $200 for the MOS!

Our second concert was the following
evening, part of the Friday Night Summer
Concert Series at the Lake Lansing Band
Shell,sponsored by Ingham County Parks. It
brought in $350 for the MOS.

Peter Weber, Third Place

This summer | attended Blue Lake Fine Arts
Camp with the scholarship money | won.

For those who donit know Blue Lake, it is

a two week camp on the west side of the
state where kids from all over attend to
study their art and have fun! | went for violin
and made the top orchestra. | enjoyed the
styles of music and learned a lot from my
technique class and my sectional class. We
played something like 80+ hours in those two
weeks and conquered some difpcult pieces
including Bacchanale from 0Samson and
Delilah6 and Pavane. | throughly enjoyed my
two weeks there and Iim so grateful that | got
the scholarship that | did. Had | not won the
scholarship, | wouldnit have gotten a chance
to go.

a4 a
Visit our Web Page!

Chris Dana, our talented concert master, is also
our web master, and he has designed quite
an attractive site for the orchestra at

http://www.masonorchestras.org/

There, you will £nd in-depth interviews
with our two conductors, rehearsal
and concert schedules for each of our
ensembles, archived newsletters, and
last-minute updates about changes in
rehearsal times or cancellations.







